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WRITING
Intent 
At Dovelands Primary School, we intend for every child to become confident and independent writers who write neatly, effectively and accurately.   By developing children’s knowledge of various text types as well as vocabulary, grammar and punctuation, we can teach children to control and manipulate their writing, helping them to adapt their styles of writing to suit a range of purposes and audiences.  As the teaching of writing is of paramount importance within a broad and balanced curriculum, the children at Dovelands will not only develop a real enjoyment of writing in English lessons but will do so in all subjects across the curriculum. Our wider curriculum will provide regular opportunities for pupils to use and apply the writing skills they have acquired from the English Curriculum meaning they are fully prepared for their secondary education, ready to achieve their aspirations and thrive in their adult life.

Implementation
At Dovelands Primary, the National Curriculum and EYFS Framework is used to inform the planning and delivery of the writing curriculum. In EYFS, KS1 and LKS2, some writing units are taught using the ‘Talk for Writing’ approach.  This approach, developed by Pie Corbett, uses high-quality model texts to introduce the children to a range of different text-types which they then learn by heart and scrutinise with a writer’s critical eye. It has three key phases (Imitation, Innovation and Invention) that work together to develop knowledge, confidence and independence in writing.

In KS1 and KS2, the following teaching sequence is used for most writing units taught:
Reading as a reader	Reading as a writer		Capture/teach/apply	   Planning Writing	Editing and proof reading		Reapply
 						Direct Instruction

‘Reading as a reader/writer’ exposes the children to a range of high quality examples of the text type. At this stage on the sequence, the children can immerse themselves in the language, grammatical features and structure of the text type to ensure that language patterns, punctuation and key phrases are internalised by the children.  Key features of the text are analysed in detail and an expanded success criteria grid is completed, referred to and added to throughout the unit. 
‘Capture/teach/apply’ allows the teacher to teach and consolidate a key aspect specific to the text type; this could be a grammatical feature that has been identified in the example texts.  During this stage, children are also given the opportunity to gather and experiment with vocabulary allowing them the opportunities to magpie key words and phrases. In order to reduce the cognitive overload for children, the skills taught and practised at the stage may not link to the subject at hand and may be practised within a different context. 
During the ‘planning and writing’ stages, the children will use the information gathered on the expanded success criteria to help them to organise their thoughts and ideas in order to form a plan.  A range of formats are used for planning and these will depend on the text type being studied.  Where appropriate, children are encouraged to plan their writing in a format of their own choice, giving them ownership over their writing and enabling them to become more independent writers.
Children are taught and encouraged to ‘edit and proof read’ their work throughout the writing process to ensure they not only check for unintentional errors including punctuation and spelling, but also to edit for improvements and effectiveness.  Children are taught to refer back to the audience and purpose of a piece of writing, as well as the expanded success criteria grid, in order to check their work fulfils the expectations for the particular text types.
The skills and text types learnt in English are regularly reinforced during the ‘reapply’ stage of the teaching sequence. Repeated practice of writing genres ensures that children consolidate their learning to ensure they are capable of writing for a range of different audiences and purposes.   The children are given the opportunities to reapply previously taught text types at the end of English units, through novel approach units taught in English, and through cross curricular writing. At the reapplying stage, less teaching is required to allow the children to apply their skills independently with less scaffolding.
‘Direct Instruction’ is woven through all lessons within the teaching sequence.  This ensures the ‘I, We, You’ approach is consistently adopted in order to teach and practise all aspects of writing.  The ‘I’ allows teachers to model the process of writing so that the children understand the thought process behind it. Teachers will think out loud to demonstrate and explain how and why they have structured their writing in the way that they have. The ‘we’ then allows the children the opportunity to participate in a shared write, where everybody contributes to the writing outcome. This can then be scaffolded further into paired or group work with children who have been identified by the teacher, before the ‘you’ allows for independent writing. As The National Curriculum states that spoken language underpins the development of reading and writing, all approaches used to teach writing at Dovelands allows for talking, discussion and rehearsing so that children have numerous opportunities to orally explore a text type before they start to write. 
Spelling is taught discreetly at Dovelands and then applied and consolidated throughout all other lessons. Spelling rules are investigated and learned and the children are given time to practise them daily in memorable and interesting ways which suit their learning style. A range of strategies are taught to ensure personable learning which supports pupils in becoming competent lifelong spellers. Accurate spelling is expected in all writing across the curriculum and children are taught to proof read their work to recognise and correct their own spelling errors.
Handwriting is also taught through discreet lessons. Many factors contribute to our high standards of handwriting and presentation throughout the school. Good quality writing tools and correct body posture is expected in every lesson, good writing attitudes and habits are modelled and encouraged, uniformity of approach to the modelling and teaching of handwriting remains consistent throughout all key stages and above all, staff have high expectations of themselves and their pupils across all areas of the curriculum. 
Grammar and Punctuation is taught progressively and systematically throughout the school following our ‘progression in grammar’ document, which includes the objectives from the National Curriculum.  Grammar is taught discretely during focus weeks in preparation for the forthcoming text types that will be taught; ensuring the appropriate grammar needed for the proceeding English units and texts types, has been is taught.  The skills taught and learned through those week are subsequently applied, revised and consolidated through the ‘capture/teach/apply’ sessions of the teaching sequence, as well as part of starters for English lessons and morning activities.   
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Impact
All children’s writing is monitored at key points throughout the school year for moderation and assessment purposes. The teachers use objectives from the National Curriculum, published Focus material, and the Leicester City standard descriptions, alongside the children’s books.  Teachers from across year groups, phases and across the school to moderate writing, to ensure expectations, standards and accuracy remain consistent.  
Regular whole school book trawls conducted by members of the SLT, English Lead and an independent English advisor monitor the teaching and learning of writing, ensuring all writing is planned with a clear purpose and audience, that standards remain consistently high and there is clear progression through the years and year groups.  Areas for ongoing CPD are also identified and acted upon. 
Our English curriculum ensures children enjoy writing across a range of genres and that pupils of all abilities are able to succeed in all English lessons because work is appropriately scaffolded through the effective and consistent use of the ‘I, We, You’ approach. Our curriculum also ensures pupils have a wide vocabulary and knowledge of grammar that they use within their writing, with a good knowledge of how to adapt their writing based on the purpose and audience.
As a result of the explicit teaching of writing skills through the various teaching sequences we use, the children’s application of these skills through their cross-curricular writing is of the same standard as writing completed in the English units. Children take pride in their work and enjoy talking about their writing from all lessons.  Teaching handwriting and spellings discreetly means pupils leave primary school being able to effectively apply spelling rules and patterns they have been taught and present work of a high standard.
Children achieve well at the end of both Key stages, as well as at the end of each year. The % of pupils working at ARE and Greater Depth within each year group will be at least in line with national averages.  There are some gaps in the progress and attainment of different groups of pupils (e.g. disadvantaged vs non disadvantaged, boys vs girls) which are addressed through actions linked to the SDP.  
When the children leave Dovelands they are well prepared to meet the needs of a challenging secondary curriculum and the expectations of writing across all subjects.  
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