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Maths Curriculum

Maths Vision
Our vision for mathematics is to inspire curiosity, develop strong problem-solving skills and foster a love of mathematical exploration in every pupil. We aim for all children to become fluent in numbers, shapes and patterns, equipping them with the confidence to apply their learning in a range of contexts.

Intent
At Dovelands, we aim to develop successful mathematicians who have a positive and enthusiastic attitude towards maths. We believe that mathematical skills are essential for life and prepare children for the wider world.
Through a mastery approach, all pupils are given the opportunity to explore mathematics in depth and across a range of contexts. Children are encouraged to make connections, reason logically, think abstractly, use manipulatives, solve problems and reflect on their learning. Our progressive and carefully sequenced curriculum develops transferable skills by allowing children to present ideas in different ways, develop their own strategies and explore multiple solutions.
During maths lessons, children are encouraged to be brave by taking risks, aspirational by seeking challenge, curious in their thinking and resilient when faced with difficulties. Pupils work both collaboratively and independently and are supported through the use of high-quality resources. Learning is demonstrated through varied fluency, reasoning and problem-solving activities, as well as through clear verbal explanations.
Our pupils are not only problem-solvers in maths lessons but problem-solvers for life, applying the skills they have learned across the curriculum and in real-world situations.

Implementation
Successful implementation of our maths curriculum begins with carefully planned, coherent sequences of learning that build on prior knowledge and promote retrieval of previous learning. Long-term plans ensure progression across year groups and support children in meeting age-related expectations.
At Dovelands, we use the White Rose Maths scheme to support planning through small, structured steps. Our teachers have strong subject knowledge and are supported by regular CPD and training to deliver high-quality lessons with confidence.
Lessons follow a consistent structure:
Warm-up, revise and connect, fluency, vocabulary, new learning and independent work.

A flexible ‘I do, we do, you do’ approach is used, and in line with Teaching for Mastery, children are expected to explain their thinking, show their working and respond to questions using a range of methods, including whiteboards and written work.
In FS, KS1 and Years 4 and 5, the NCETM Mastering Number programme is used to develop fluency. In F2, Mastering Number is used as their daily maths lessons. In KS1, the focus is on early number sense, while in Years 4 and 5 the emphasis is on multiplication.
Assessment is carried out using White Rose End of Block and End of Term assessments, which inform future planning and identify misconceptions. These are discussed during pupil conferences, where feedback is personalised and targeted. NFER maths assessments are administered in Years 1 to 5 to support end-of-year judgements. In Years 3 and 4, weekly times tables tests prepare pupils for the Multiplication Tables Check (MTC).


Impact
As a result of our mathematics curriculum, children understand the relevance of maths in real-world contexts and approach learning with confidence and enthusiasm. Our classrooms promote a positive learning culture where mistakes are valued as part of the learning process and perseverance is encouraged.
Maths books show a wide range of activities that demonstrate fluency, reasoning and problem-solving. Where possible, children mark and reflect on their work during lessons, allowing them to quickly identify and correct mistakes through discussion and editing. Immediate feedback and targeted conferencing support pupils in making progress and striving for excellence.
Children are encouraged to select appropriate equipment and strategies independently and to ‘have a go’ at challenging tasks. They develop strong communication skills and can explain their mathematical thinking verbally, pictorially and in written form. A concept is considered mastered when a child can demonstrate it in multiple ways, use precise mathematical language and apply it independently to unfamiliar problems.
As a result of our strong focus on fluency and regular retrieval practice, outcomes in the Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) are consistently above the national average. This reflects pupils’ secure understanding of multiplication and their confidence in recalling key number facts.
We ensure that a high proportion of children make strong progress and are on track in mathematics.
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