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Design and Technology
Vision
An expanding demand for creative problem-solvers who can plan, create and evaluate a product has meant for a generation of young designers and cooks, who have the skills and knowledge that they can take with them into later life. We want our children to leave Dovelands having experienced and developed enough different skills, in both Design & Technology and Cooking, in order to reduce the barriers to their future. We aim to give every child these experiences and develop a love of creating, problem-solving and experimenting with products and we hope that they go on to use these skills in their future lives.
Intent
Design Technology and cooking prepares children to deal with tomorrow’s rapidly changing world. At Dovelands Primary School, it is our intent to deliver a Design and Technology curriculum that follows an: investigate, design, make, and evaluate sequence in order to create a purposeful product. Through Design and Technology at Dovelands, we aim for our children to be well equipped with the skills and knowledge to be safe, curious and creative within their experiences at later life. In order to do this, lessons are coherently planned ensuring that in the series of lessons through the key stages, children become more independent, have opportunities to be creative, work as problem-solvers, work both as individuals and collaboratively, and learn to be safe with tools and equipment. In addition to this, the DT curriculum will inspire children by introducing them to famous designers/cultures, who have made a long-lasting impact throughout history, in order to analyse original designs and ideas, further supporting their creation of a range of structures, mechanisms, textiles, electrical systems and food products, all with a real-life purpose. We also intend for our children to leave Dovelands having had a rich experience of cooking many different products, both savoury and sweet, and to understand the principles behind a balanced diet. 
We aim for our children at Dovelands to leave the school with these DT/Cooking characteristics:
· Enjoy making something tangible.
· Feel equipped to design their own product.
· Appreciate the design of historic, peculiar and incredible structures.
· Feel confident to respectfully challenge existing ideas and products.
· Be able to follow a set of instructions in order to build an object/furniture/product.
· Feel confident, and equipped, to have a go at fixing something when it breaks.
· Use tools, machines and kitchen utensils safely and effectively.
· Enjoy experimenting with recipes and ingredients.
· Be able to cook within a budget, when necessary.
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Design Technology, including cooking, is taught in all Key Stages on a two-year cycle that has been planned to develop the skills and knowledge that the children will need. It is taught as a half-termly topic so that by the end of each year, at least three DT/cooking topics are taught. Each topic will teach the children how to successfully research, plan, make and evaluate a product. The curriculum is designed to build on the children’s prior learning and personal experiences - to engage learners - and to widen their knowledge. Teachers plan by creating medium term plans from the DT long term plan with a clear focus on the progression from the End of Key Stage Expectations.  Teachers are to identify gaps in learning and misconceptions and encourage children to do the same so that they can become creative problem-solvers and show resilience. 
Impact
The impact of Design Technology is monitored in various ways to ensure that the intended skills are taught and final products are made. Often, the subject leader will conduct questionnaires with children after a project to gather a better understanding of what they learnt before, during and after, as well as the parts that they found simple and the challenges they faced along the way. These questionnaires also provide a great opportunity to revisit DT projects that the children remember from previous years and allow for the discussion of the learning that the children have acquired throughout their time at Dovelands. DT projects are photographed and a page is made in each class’s scrapbook alongside other pieces of work too. A DT folder has been created, which will provide an evidence base and inform future planning. For example, from the questionnaires with children, it is evident that the children at Dovelands are becoming keen designers but would like more opportunities to work with clay, sew and cook. This is something that will be closely monitored and considered when making changes in the future.
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