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History

Intent
At Dovelands Primary school, our history curriculum is centred upon developing the children’s desire to build their historical knowledge and understanding. We achieve this by delivering high-quality history lessons that use a range of memorable learning strategies to bring key historical knowledge to life. We expect children to learn and remember this content in order to grow their background knowledge and build their cultural capital. In our school, we believe it is also very important to improve children’s historical skills, to develop their intrigue and curiosity in historical events and eras. Therefore in lessons, children are encouraged to question perceptively, analyse, interpret and investigate events of the past. The combination of focussing on both knowledge and skills is designed to support their understandings of the process of change and human progress. 
It is our intention that the history curriculum at Dovelands sparks our pupils’ enthusiasm to be deep thinkers and open-minded individuals who are able to confidently communicate their ideas, making connections between past and present civilizations. 
Implementation
The history curriculum at Dovelands is coherently planned and sequenced, equipping pupils with knowledge, and appreciation for, their history and culture as a British citizen. Topics are informed by the National Curriculum and provide plentiful opportunities to build knowledge and understanding about other societies and epochs. We also believe in the importance of developing children’s comprehensive understanding of the history in the children’s locality. In order to support the development of children’s chronological understanding, in a school which by necessity teaches a two-year rolling programme, at the beginning of each new history topic, teachers refer to classroom timelines to develop children’s understanding of chronology. Each topic is introduced with reference to the chronology of previous topics (including those from previous years).
Our teaching of history employs a wide range of approaches and resources. We pride ourselves in utilising resources within the local community. The classroom learning experiences are enhanced by themed days, visits to places of historical interest and visitors to the school. 
Impact
At Dovelands Primary School, the children are confident and enthusiastic in discussing what they have learned in history, using subject specific vocabulary that they have acquire through our teaching. Children retain prior-learning and explicitly make connections between what they have previously learned and what they are currently learning. The pupils become increasingly critical and analytical within their thinking; constructing informed and balanced judgements based on their knowledge of the past. Their work demonstrates that the subject is taught at an age appropriate standard across the year groups, with opportunities for all children to access the learning. Subject outcomes are of a good quality and establish that pupils are acquiring knowledge, skills and vocabulary in a logical and appropriate sequence. 
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