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PUPIL VOICE
Intent
At Dovelands Primary school, we are committed to pupil voice.  This means that all children have the opportunity to express their thoughts, ideas and opinions on aspects of school life as well as issues that affect their local community and the wider world.   The opportunity for children to have their voice heard is at the heart of our practice.  As well as children being given opportunities to express their opinions, they are encouraged to celebrate their differences, search for ideas and opinions that unite them, develop skills of listening and empathy and ultimately to develop into articulate, active global citizens.  

Implementation
During their time at Dovelands, children will be exposed to a wide range of topics and issues on which they will be encouraged to share their thoughts and opinions.  Every September, the school holds a Democracy Week during which children explore the concepts of democracy, equality and freedom of speech.  Elections are held in every class and children are supported and encouraged to write their own manifesto and put themselves forward for election onto the School Council.  
Fifteen school council members are elected by their classmates from both Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 classes.  School council members meet weekly to discuss issues relating to school life.  They are encouraged to consult with their classmates and to act as their voice and representative on the Council.  Mid-term elections are held in February of the following year to ensure that as wide a range of children as possible have the opportunity to represent their peers.  Every Wednesday afternoon every class holds a whole school meeting where a question is discussed relating either to the school itself or as part of the national Votes for Schools Scheme.  At the end of the meeting, a vote is held thereby ensuring that every child in the school has their voice heard.    
In addition to the School Council there are also elected groups of Key Stage 2 UNICEF Ambassadors and Eco Warriors who contribute to the overall delivery of pupil voice at Dovelands.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Impact
Pupil voice is strongly embedded in the ethos of the school through the School council, the UNICEF Ambassadors and the Eco-Warrior groups. Children understand the concepts of democracy, equality and freedom of speech and how these underpin both the ethos of the school as well as wider society.
Our school models these concepts through relationships in school, between teachers and pupils, between staff themselves and also between the children. 
The idea of pupil voice has led to the creation of a school environment where children can show respect for the views of others whilst also knowing that their opinions and ideas will be heard and respected.  Through the Votes for Schools system, children understand that their ideas and opinions can make a positive change both in their school and in the wider world.  Every week, their votes are added to those of schools from across the UK and results are frequently shared with Government and other national decision-making bodies.
Children at Dovelands have the opportunity to have their voice heard on a range of issues that affect them and to have their views taken seriously. 
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