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Hello everyone,

We hope that you've all had a positive first few weeks of the academic
year. We continue to be impressed by how children have not only set-

tled in to their new classes but how they have also welcomed the num-
ber of new children who have joined Dovelands since the summer.

We are delighted that we were able to share our brilliant Ofsted inspec-
tion with you all this week. After only five weeks of school, it is amazing
that we have achieved so much: phonics open mornings, library trips,
gardening sessions, shark-hunts and so much more.

Democracy week means that we now have a full roster of school coun-
cillors, eco warriors and UNICEF ambassadors. We are looking forward
to working with our pupil groups to make our school even better!

This week, we have been sharing quotes from our wonderful report
card from Ofsted. You will have received a letter sharing the different
ways that the inspection team recognised the joy and delight of coming
to Dovelands. Throughout the process, the team were so impressed
with our children and the ways that they were respectful of each other.
One of our favourite quotes: Leaders ensure that all pupils are valued
for who they are, have a real sense of belonging and leave the school
as happy, lifelong learners.

Can we remind families to keep us updated on any medical changes
for your child/ren so that we can be sure that our records are correct.
Liaise with the school office if and when needed.

Please see the attached term dates for 2027-28 which can also be
found on the school website.

We look forward to seeing you all at our Parents' Evenings in a couple
of weeks - look out for the booking slots which will go live on Tuesday
29" September.

Have a lovely weekend!

Miss Slinger and Miss M-B
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Diezar Jenny. staff and Gowernors,

On behalf of Leicester City Council, | would like to offer miy warmest congratulations to you, your
staff, gowernors, and the entire Dovelands Primary School community following the publication of
your recent Ofsted inspection report.

The report reflects the dedication, commitment, and hard work of evernyone involved in the school.
Inspectors recognised the positive and inclusive culture you have created, noting that pupils feel a
genuine sense of belonging and that "everyone is welcome here, no matter who youw are” This is a
significant achievement and a testament to the values that underpin the school's waork. This has
come 35 no surprise to ws at the Local Authority.

The repot also celebrates the school's effective safeguarding culture, the ambitious support
provided for pupils with addibonal needs, and the high-quality pastoral care that enables pupils to
feel safe, known and valued. The inclusive ethos and commitment to ensuring that every child can
succeed both academically and personally are evident throughout the report. This is vitally
important in our city serving some of the most vulnerable young children.

It is particularly pleasing to see the strong recognition given to the guality of leadership and
govemnance. Inspectors highlighted the shared determination of leaders and governors to provide
the very best for all pupils, your accurate understanding of the school's strengths and areas for
development. and the positive impact of your improvement work across many aspects of school
life. The school context in recent times, with Jenny your time off due to your temible accident, and
new leadership at Deputy Head level, along with all the complexzities that go with running a schood,
could have had a negative impact on the outcome of the Leadership judgement. Yell done!

Please pass on my congratulations and thanks to all staff, governors, and pupils. This report rightly
recognises the collective effort, care and ambition that characterise Dovelands Primary School.
We wish you every success as you continue to build on these achievements and support pupils to
thrive. Jenny, we know you will continue the schoaol’s improvement journey with the same
determination you hawve shown to date.

ours sincerely,
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Sophie Maltby

Director of SEND and Education
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Staff embodying Dovelands' Values

e We belong - Miss Glenn for being a supportive,
caring and kind colleague and showing Dovelands
hospitality to a new member of staff

e We are kind - Miss Kaur quietly works very hard behind the scenes, keeping Dove-
lands lovely and clean for staff and children. She always has a smile and is always ready to
help others.

e We are kind - Mrs Stinson is always going above her duties for our children. She notic-
es who may need a little extra transition support and provides the care without being
asked.

e We are brave - Miss Slinger and the senior leadership team for their work to make
Dovelands even stronger - this was recognised by the inspection team and we are so
proud of leaders at Dovelands.

e We are aspirational - Mrs Walpole is absolutely incredible with Foundation 1. She is
always singing songs to get them engaged, she is so gentle and caring with them and she
created a wonderful Autumn display

Harvest Collection

This year we are once again going to do a harvest food collection for St. Anne’s Church which pro-
vides food to people in the community.

Please can you assist us by bringing tinned or dried food for our Harvest collection from Monday
28th October until Friday 2nd November.

Suggested items are breakfast cereals, pasta sauces, tinned veg,
rice, pasta, sugar, UHT milk and fruit juice.
All food needs to be in date and undamaged.
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Please also bear in mind that we are an allergy aware school Y ARV
so will be unable to accept any foods containing nuts. i
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Thank you, as ever, for your continued support.




#HelloYellow

On Friday 9th October we invite pupils to
come to school wearing yellow to stand out
and show up for young people's mental
health.

We are not collecting donations.

Please visit https://
www.youngminds.org.uk/

for further information.

FRIDAY9OCT

Wearyellow,
say hello.

Join us for our 10th Hello Yellow! Wear yellow, start a conversation
about mental health and raise money where you are - so we can be
there when young people need us most.

sHelloYellow M&S | YOUNGMINDS
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On Wednesday 7" October Mandeep
Kaur our Mental Health in Schools
Team practitioner will be joining Mrs
Power, our Pastoral Support Lead, to
do activities with the children and
continue our work to support good
Mental Health at Dovelands.
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Individual & Sibling School Photographs

The photographer will be in school on Tuesday 27th October to take indi-
vidual and sibling photographs.

More information to follow.

Thank
b You|

Our annual AGM meeting will take
A . . . place on Wednesday 7" October
2026 and will be held online. Come

NN Z along and see how you can get
involved, make suggestions and have
your say on how our funds are spent.
Link to join:
meet.google.com/ebj-exey-syd

b UPCOMING

EVENTS

All tickets on sale soon - look out on Dojo for details
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Y5/6 World War Two Experience Day

Y5/6 enjoyed taking part in a World War Two Experience Day today. They enjoyed a range of
activities, including: codebreaking, art, drama, games and a VE Day celebration!

Y6 PGL & The Grove Activity Days

Some Year 6 have their 5-day PGL residential to Boreatton Park in Shrewsbury next week! Some
children will have several days of sports, arts, crafts and adventure activities at The Grove next
week. We're looking forward to lots of exciting activities, including: canoeing, abseiling, ziplining,
campfire and much more! Photos to follow in the next newsletter...
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Parent’ Carer drop in evenis
Creating positive change for SEMND

SEND reforms: what do the changes
mean for families?

The SEND reforms are focused on creating a system that works better for children, young
people and their families. This means making mainstream education more inclusive, making it
easier to access specialist support eardier, and enzuring parents, carers, education zettings
and other services work together. The aim iz to create a sy=tem where children and young
people can get the right support, at the right time, as close to home as possible

We want to gather parent, carer and yvoung peoples views:
- Are you aware of the support avalible in Leicester City
« What does an inclusive school look like?
« Where do you usually get your SEND information?
« What would help you understand the changes better?

Your feedback will help shape and strengthen SEND support for families across Leicester.

Oiur swenta:
Town Hall | Town hall aquare - Fridey 25 Septambear 2028 10am - 2pm
Bewcastla Family Hub— BMonday 28 Septembear 2028 Sam - 12 noon
Belgrawe Family Hub — Tusaday 28 Saptembar 20268 1.30pm - 4pm
Matharhall Family hub — Friday 2 October 2028 1pm - 4 pm
Thurnby Family hubk — Menday 5 Cctober 2026 fam - 12noon
Eyrez Monasll family hub— Wadneeday T October 2028 1pm - 4pm
St Matthews family hub — Friday 8 October 2028 Sam - 12 noon
OMLIME - M5Teame - Tussday 13 October 2028 5.30 pm - §.30pm

Sean to gign up
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JUNGLE EEST

Thursday 1st October
Beef Burgers
Chips and Beans
Or

Veggie Burgers \\

Chips and Beans

\ With
Jungle Jelly

or
lce Cream

FOOD
PESTIVAL '

el CIE

Top 14 Allergen Free Menu

Thursday 1st October
Bunless Beef Burgers
Chips and Beans
Or
Bunless Veggie Burgers
Chips and Beans

With
Jungle Jelly
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LEARMING FESTIVAL

Join us during October half term for two, fun-filled days
of discovering the power of stories!

Take part in free family activities where adulis and
children can share the fun and learn together.

Free activities for the w

family including: hole

B Games

® Den building

W 'We're Going on a Bear Hynt
themed trail rHunt

No need
to book,
just turn up!

Please bring your
own lunch and

L]
campaign y drinks.

for learning
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Leicester City Council — Dovelands Primary School ' C%)O
School term and holiday dates 2027-28 o

DG"-"EI |E| Nds  Leicester

£y Coaned
August 2027 September 2027 | October 2027
M 219 (16|23 6 |12| 20 | 27 4 |11 18 | 25
T 3 10 17 | 24 | M T l14] 21|28 5 (1219 |26
W 4 11 18| 25 1|8 [15| 22 |20 | 6 |13 20 |27
T 5 12 [19 . 2@ |18 23 |30 7 |14 21 | 28
F 6 13 20 3 10|17 | 24 1| & |15 22 29
S 7l 14 |21 |28 4 (11|18 | 25 2|9 16|23 |30
S|1[8& 152229 5§ 12|18 | 28 310 (17 24 |3
Autumn Term 1 half
Movember 2027 December 2027 January 2025
M| 1 g |15 | 22 | 28 g |13 | 20 3 10 17 | 24
T 2 g |16 | 23 [ 20 Tol14 21 i1 18 | 25
W 3 10 [17 | 24 1 8 |15 | 22 | 2B 5 [12 19| 26 |
T 4 [ 11 |18 | 25 2 8 |16 | 23 | 30 6 |13 | 20 | 27
F 5 [12 | 18 | 28 3 [10 ] 17 | 24 | 31 To14 21| 28
S | 6 |13 |20 | 27 4 [ 11| 18 | 25 1 8 |15 |22 | 29
S| 7 |14 |21 | 28 5 [12 ] 19 | 26 2|9 |16 | 23 | 30
Autumn Term 2™ half Spring Term 1% half
_ February 2023 March 2028 April 2028
M 7 [1a 2128 6 | 13 20 |27 3 [ 10 Il 24
T 1 3 |16 | 22 | 28 T 14 21|28 4 |11 |18 | 25
W | 2 | & |18 | 23 1 2 | 16 | 2 | 28 > |12 |19 | 26
T | 3 10 |17 | 24 2 8 | 18 23 | B 6 | 13| 20| 27
F 4 11 |18 | 25 3 [ 1017 24 | M 7 21| 28
S| 5 12 (18 | 26 4 [11 | 18 25 1 & |15 22| 29
5|8 13|20 |27 5 [12 18 28 2|9 16|23 30
Spring Term 2™ half
h May 2023 | June 2028 | July 2028 ]
M g [15]22 5 [12]10] 28 3 [ 10 il 241 3
T |2 9 [16/[23]|30 6 |13 |20 27 4 [ 11 [ 18| 25
W | 3 10|17 [24 | 31 || 7142128 5 [12 |19 | 26
T |4 1118 |25 1|8 [165]22] 20 6 |13 |20 |27
F|5 121926 2 o [16] 23 30 7 21 28
S| 6 |13 [20(2T 2 (10|17 | 24 18 [15[22 (29
S| 7 /14128 4 (11|18 | 25 2|8 |16 23| 30
Summer Term 1% half Summer Term 2™ half
| | Pupil days Weekends
Schaol Holidays Public Haliday=s
Disaggragaled insel days INSET days
- - Friday 14™ July - Thurs 28™ Avug and Fri 27 Aug
Monday 17" July - Tues 4" January

Total 190 Pupil Days
Please note: On inset days, pupils are not reguired to attend school
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Dates for your Diary

Individual and sibling photos
Tuesday 27th October
Flu Vaccinations
Monday 9th November
Hello Yellow Day
Friday 9th October
Parents’ Evenings

14th & 15th October

INSET Day-— School closed to pupils

Friday 27th November

Half-term

Monday 19th October— Friday 23rd October

Children in Need

Friday 13th November (details tbc)

Christmas Break

Monday 21st December— Monday 4th January
(return to school Tuesday 5th January)
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